THE KINGDOM OF GOD

I. (Billy Moore)

II. Introduction:

1. Term “kingdom of God’ is used many times in Bible. This is used 65 Times in the N.T.  

a. The word kingdom is used 163 times in the old testament

b. 150 times in the new testament, 

c. Many of these with reference to the kingdom of God, of Christ or of heav​en.

2. A kingdom is the territory or people over whom a king rules.

3. There are many conflicting theories and much misunderstanding concerning The Kingdom of God. Some of the popular misconceptions of the kingdom of God are:

a. Premillennialism - Those who believe and teach this theory say: “The Bible clearly teaches that after the second coming of Christ and before the final resurrec​tion and judgment there will be an age or dispensation of one Thousand years during which Christ will reign on ‘he earth.” (Proposition affirmed by Charles N. Neal, Neal—Wallace Discussion on The Thousand Year’s Reign, page 11, Wallace Publications.)

b. Anglo—Israelism—”What is Anglo—Israelism? lt is the doctrine that originated in England, largely surrounding the British people. The doctrine asserts that the Anglo-Saxon peoples are the Ten Tribes—the true Israel. And it is Israel, not the Jews, who will be restored in the millennium. This restored Israel, the Anglo-Saxon peoples with Jesus Christ seated on the re-established earthly throne of David as King, will rule the whole world. In fact, Anglo-Israelism teaches that the liter​al throne of David exists today in the throne of the English kings, and when Jesus Christ returns he will simply occupy the throne which the British kings now hold, and have been holding for centuries, for him until the millennium commences. The Anglo—Saxon peoples of the earth will be gathered together in the millennium, and with Jesus Christ on the throne they will rule the world.’ (Foy E. Wallace, Jr., God’s Prophetic Word, 1946 Edition, page 319.)

c. The Mormon Church: “We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and in the restoration of the Ten Tribes: that Zion will be built upon this (the American) continent: that Christ will reign personally upon the earth: and, that the earth will be renewed and receive its paradisiacal glory.’ —Joseph Smith (Articles of Faith of the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter—Day Saints, Article 10.)

d. The Jehovah’s Witnesses—That the kingdom was estab​lished in 1914. “The great ‘day of Jehovah’ began in A.D. 1914, when he set his Beloved One, Christ Jesus, upon his throne and sent him forth to rule in the midst of his enemies.“ (The Chaos of Cults, Fourteenth Edition, page 240).

4. It is evident that all the theories about the kingdom of God cannot he true, but the word of Cod is true, “Let God be true, but every man a liar” (Rom. 3:4), so each theory can be tried by the word of God.

5. This writer believes that:

a. one can read and study the word of God and 

b. can understand what the kingdom of God is, 

c. when it: was established, 

d. its importance, 

e. how to enter into it 

f. how to inherit the heavenly kingdom, 

g. without knowing all the theories that have been taught about the kingdom.

h. Many who lived and died before these theories were ever conceived and taught were in the kingdom of God and died with the hope of inheriting the heavenly kingdom.
III. THE USAGE OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN THE SCRIPTURE.

A. God’s Universal Dominion.

1. Some passages in which the word kingdom is so used:

a. Psalms 22:27-28, “All the ends of the world... and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. For the kingdom is the Lord’s: and he is the governor among the nations.”

b. Psalms 103:19, “The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all”

c. Psalms 145:10-13 

d. Daniel 4:3, “How great are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders! His kingdom is an ever​lasting kingdom, and his dominion is from gener​ation to generation.”
e. Romans 13:1-2 

2. These scriptures show that God has and will always have absolute dominion over all things, 

a. Human, Animal, ani​mate or inanimate, and whether they willingly sub​ject themselves to Him or not, they are still in His kingdom or under His dominion or rule.

b. Satan and the disobedient are in His kingdom.

B. The Hebrew Nation or Twelve Tribes of Israel.

1. Note: God promised  Abraham, “I will make of thee a great nation (Genesis 12:2). 
a. Abraham’s descendents, through Isaac and Jacob, grew unto a great multitude, known as the nation of Israel, or Israelites, because God changed Jacob’s name to Israel (Gen. 32:28). 

b. Saul became their king, the first man to reign over the nation of Israel.

2. David said, “He hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of my Lord over Is​rael” (I Chron. 28:5)
3. Abijah, king of Judah, in addressing the northern kingdom before going to war with them said, “And now ye think to withstand the kingdom of the Lord in the hand of the sons of David...” (2 Chron. 13:8).
a. Note his earlier statement: “Ought ye not to know that the Lord God of Israel gave the king​dom over Israel to David for ever, even to him and to his sons by a covenant of salt?” (2 Chron.13:5)
b. From this it is evident that the kingdom of Lord (v. 8) is Israel (v. 5) over which David his sons were given the right to rule.

4. While the use of the word “kingdom” here is much more limited in extent than in its first use that we dis​cussed, it does deepen in moral and spiritual significance.

a. God promised Israel that she would be to Him a holy nation if she obeyed His voice and kept his covenant (Exodus 19:5-6)

b. This Israel failed to do, hence, in this special sense she ceased to be the kingdom of the Lord. 

c. This is a truth the Zionist movement and many de​nominational preachers overlook in their refer​ences to the fleshly decendents of Abraham as the chosen and elect of God today. (Rom. 2:28-29; Gal. 3:26-29)

C. The Redeemed of God Under the Present Reign of Christ.

1. Another kingdom was anticipated in prophecy.

a. Daniel, in interpreting Nebuchazzar’s  dream, said, “...in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed” (Dan. 2:44)

(1) This is future tense “shall set up a king​dom”, which shows that the kingdom spoken of was not the “universal dominion of God” or the “nation of Israel” for they already existed.

(2) The time would come when Israel would cease to be recognized as God’s kingdom.

b. Jesus said, “. .the kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof” (Matt. 21:43).

(1) The context shows that the Jews had rejected God’s Son, as taught in the parable of the householder (vs. 33-41) and the parable of the marriage feast (Matt. 22:1-14).

2. The kingdom of heaven was preached to be “at hand” by:

a. John the baptist (Matt. 3:2).

b. Jesus (Matt. 10:7).

c. His disciples (Matt. 10:7).

3. The kingdom was promised to be in the lifetime of some of the apostles (Mark 9:1).

4. The kingdom was in existence in the days of the apos​tles.

a. John was “in the kingdom” (Rev. 1:9).

b. Paul and the Colossians had been “translated into the kingdom” (Col. 1:13).

5. This kingdom is made of the redeemed or saved ones over whom Christ rules or reigns (I Cor. 15:21-25)

a. In a lesson to follow we will show that the king​dom and the church and the house of God are the same. (lf there be doubt in the minds of some.)

D. The Everlasting Kingdom Or Heavenly Kingdom.

a. Peter exhorts brethren to give diligence to make their calling and election sure and reminds them that if they do this “an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:10—11).

b. This is addressed to those who are pre​sently in his kingdom or church and their en​trance into “the everlasting kingdom” is made to depend upon their continued faithfulness in add​ing virtues related.

c. Although one is presently in the kingdom or church, he may be unfaithful and be denied an en​trance into the “everlasting kingdom” (Matt. 13:41-42).

1. Paul said, “. . .the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom” (2 Tim. 4:18).

a. He was already “in the kingdom of God’s dear Son” (Col. 1:13), so the “heavenly kingdom” will be different from the present kingdom.

a. This kingdom will consist of the redeemed of all the ages.

b. It will include those under the “first testament” as well as the redeemed of this age (Heb. 9:15).

c. It will include the babies and those never ac​countable (Matt. 18:3-4).

2. This everlasting kingdom is the “kingdom prepared from the foundation of the world” to be received by those whom the Lord sets on His right hand at the judgment (Matt. 25:31-34).

a. It is to be “inherited”, thus is not the present kingdom. (I Cor. 15:50; Gal. 5:21; Eph. 5:5).

IV. Conclusion:

1. We are all a part of kingdom “A”, God’s universal rule, but this is not enough.

2. There is no advantage in trying to be a part of kingdom “B”, fleshly Israel (Phil. 3:3).

3. Our hope lies in being a part of kingdom “C”, the redeemed of God under the present reign of Christ, and being faith​ful that we may be of those who shall inherit the Kingdom D the “ever​lasting kingdom”.
