LESSON 2 - THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE KINGDOM

I. (Billy Moore)

II. Introduction

A. In a preceeding lesson we noted the different ways the term “kingdom” is used in the scripture: 
1. the universal dominion of God, 

2. the nation of Israel, (Ended Ex. 19:5-6 Failed to keep commandments)

3. the redeemed of God under the present reign of Christ, and 

4. the redeemed of all ages who shall be with God in eternity.

B. We Determined from that Prior Lesson.

1. We are all a part of kingdom “A”, God’s universal rule, but this is not enough.

2. There is no advantage in trying to be a part of kingdom “B”, fleshly Israel (Phil. 3:3).

3. Our hope lies in being a part of kingdom “C”, the redeemed of God under the present reign of Christ. 

4. So that, being faith​ful, we may inherit the Kingdom D the “ever​lasting kingdom”.
C. Stating that Christ presently reigns over the people of God, means:
1. That Christ’s kingdom had a beginning.

2. God’s promises to establish Christ’s Kingdom have been fulfilled.

D. We want to pinpoint the exact time and place of the beginning of the kingdom of Christ.

1. This would show the doctrine of premillennialism to be false

a. Premillenialism says:

· the kingdom has not been esta​blished, 

· Christ came to Set up the kingdom but was rejected, 

· He substituted the church for the kingdom 

· He is coming again to set up His kingdom on earth and reign for a thousand years.

b. There are many things wrong with the doctrine of premillennialism.

· We do not have to know and an​swer all of them to know that the theory is wrong. 

· If I can establish that the kingdom of Christ has been set up, then premillennialism is wrong!
III. FIRST, THE KINGDOM, THE CHURCH AND THE HOUSE OF GOD ARE THE SAME.

Note:
God’s people are referred to in many different ways. Though the words used to describe them may not be the same, they still refer to the same people.  

Ex: Many words used to describe a MAN, each shows a different relationship or function of that person, yet the words are not the same.

A man: (Still refer to a man)

Son — relation to his parents

Husband — relation to his wife

Father — relation to his children

Breadwinner — he provides for his family

Coach — relation to his profession

A woman: (Still refer to a woman)

Daughter — relation to parents

Wife — relation to husband

Mother — relation to children

Homemaker — referring to what she does

Secretary — her job

The people of God: (Still refer to people of God)

Kingdom - emphasizing kind of government

Church - relation to the world (called out)

House of God - relation to God

Body of Christ - relation to Christ and to each other

Sheepfold - unity of all under one shepherd

Vineyard - place of work

A. Arguments that establish this point as fact.

1. The terms church and kingdom are used interchangeably by the Lord.

a. Matt. 16:16-20 -He promised to build church and gave Peter the keys of the kingdom.

2. Acts 2:38,47 - Peter uses keys of the kingdom and opens entrance into the church.

· If church and kingdom are not same, when did Peter use keys of the kingdom?
3. Matt. 16:19 - “Binding and loosing” is a kingdom action mentioned in the same breath as the church.

a.  Matt. 18:17-18 - Later Jesus notes this kingdom action “binding and loosing” again as occuring as part of the functioning of the church.
· The kingdom and the church seem to be the same in these instances.

4. Luke 22:29-30 - The Lord’s table was to be in the kingdom. 

5. I Cor. 11:23-30 - Paul taught those in the church at Corinth how to eat the Lord’s supper

a. Therefore we must conclude one of two things: 

· either the church is the kingdom, or 

· they had the Lord’s supper in the wrong place.

6. Mat. 26:29 - Further Evidence is seen in – Christ would partake in the kingdom.

· Rom. 8:9 – His spirit dwells in us.

· Eph. 6:17 – Christ dwells in our hearts.

· John 14:13, 23 – He dwells in us and makes his abode with us

· I Cor. 10:16-17 – We are Christ’s body and we all partake. Thus He partakes.

7. Paul, an inspired apostle, approved of its being in the church, so, it was not in the wrong place, 

· thus the church and the kingdom are the same.  Christ is there.

a. John 3:3-5- All who are in the kingdom must be “born again”
b. I Peter 1:22-25 - Members of the church are all “born again”. 

· therefore the kingdom and the church are the same.
8. I Tim. 3:15 - The church of God and the house of God are the same. 
Note: The house of God, the church of God and the kingdom of God are the same.

B. If the kingdom and the church are not the same, then they must differ in some point of Structure.

1. As a kingdom the difference would be in one of the following areas:

a. head (King), 

a. the laws, 

b. the subjects, or the 

c. territory. 

b. But there is no difference on these points.

· Acts 17:7; Rev.1:5 Christ is king of the kingdom - Eph. 1:22,23 he is the head of the church.

c. New Testament contains laws for the church, giving us all things that pertain to life and godliness.

d. 2 Pet. 1:3 - if the kingdom has any different laws they would not pertain to life or godliness.

e. Jn 3:3-5 - Subjects of kingdom must be “born again” - I Pet. 1:22,23 all in church “born again”.

f. The territory for the church and the kingdom is the same, i.e., the hearts of men anywhere and everywhere (Heb. 8:10; Col. 3:15).
Note:
There is no difference between the kingdom and the church.
IV. PROPHECY OF THE TIME OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE KINGDOM.
A. The kingdom was spoken of as being in the future – in the following passages.

a. Isaiah in 750 B.C. spoke of Lord’s house being established in Jerusalem (Isa. 2:1-4) and later in Isa. 66:5-8 spoke of five things that would occur that day: 

b. A voice of noise from the city, (vs 6)

c. A Voice from the temple (vs 6)

d. A voice of the Lord rendering recompense to his enemies (vs 6)

e. Before she (kingdom) travailed she deli​vered a boy, (vs 7)

f. A nation being born in one day. (vs 8)

1. Daniel said “in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom..” (Dan. 2:44).

a. This was future tense, thus had not been set up at that time. 450 B.C.

2. John the Baptist preached, “Repent for the kingdom is at hand” (Matt. 3:1).

3. Jesus preached “the kingdom is at hand” (Matt. 4:17). 30 AD

4. Jesus taught his disciples to pray “thy kingdom come” (Matt. 6:9). 30 A.D.

5. The twelve preached, “the kingdom of heaven is at hand’ (Matt. 10:7). 31 A.D.

6. Jesus promised, “I will build my church” and gave unto Peter the “keys of the kingdom” (Matt. 18:18-19). 32 A.D.
The Kingdom was prophecied many times.

B. The kingdom is spoken of as being present—in existence – in the following passages.

1. John was in the kingdom (Rev. 1:9). 96 A.D.

2. Timothy taught how to behave “{in the house of God, which is the church of the living God” - (I Tim. 3:15). 65 A.D.  – Church and the kingdom are the same.

3. The promised kingdom had been received (Heb. 12:28). 58 A.D.

4. Paul stated God has “translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son” (Col. 1:12-13). 62 A.D.

5. Paul taught the church at Corinth how to eat the Lord’s supper, which was to be in the kingdom (I Cor. 11:23—30). 57 A.D. 

6. Saul of Tarsus ”made havoc of the church” (Acts 8:3). Since the church and the kingdom are the same, the kingdom was then in existence.

7. The Lord added to those he called to Himself (Acts 2:47, 39). 33 A.D.  Day of Pentecost.

a. God was adding to those under Christ’s Kingdom.
C. We know the kingdom was established by Pentecost day (Acts 2). 

How do we know?

1. When Christ ascended (Acts 1:9—10) the kingdom had not been established. 

2. On Pentecost about three thousand were added to the church (kingdom)—Acts 2:47. 

1. The kingdom must have been established between the ascension of Christ (Acts 1:9) and when the Lord added to the church (Acts 2:47).  

You cannot add to something that does not exist!
V. Every prophecy we looked at about the kingdom was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2).

a. Isa. 2:1-3:

b.  “The last days” — see Acts 2:17 “this is that”, 

c. “The Lord’s house”, the church (Acts 2:47), 

d. “word of the Lord from Jerusalem”, the apostles were in Jerusalem (Acts 1:12), 
e. “all nations shall flow unto it”, men from every nation were there (Acts 2:5).

a. Isa. 66:5-8 — Five prophecies.

b. “A voice of noise from the city” — Acts 2:2 “a sound—as of a rushing mighty wind.”
c. “A voice from the temple” — Acts 2 the preaching of Peter.

d. “Voice of the Lord that rendereth recompense to his enemies” - Peter preached the gospel, thus the voice of the Lord, saying, Repent and be baptized in the name of Christ (Acts 2:38).

e. “Before she travailed, before her pain came, she was delivered of a man child” - the church is spo​ken of as “one new man” (Eph. 2:15) and began as a “boy” (Jesus), and was delivered in 33 A.D.  All of this before the persecution of the church/kingdom began.

1. “A nation born in one day” - church is the spiritual nation of God, born on that Pentecost day (Acts 2).

2. Dan. 2:44 - “in the days of these kings” - the Ro​man kings, and they were in power on that Pentecost day.

2. Matt. 3:1; Matt. 4:17; Matt. 10:7 all say the kingdom is “at hand”- it was near in 30, 31, 32 A.D. and was established on Pentecost 33 A.D.

3. Mark 9:1 - the kingdom was to come in the lifetime of some of the twelve disciples. Eleven of them were pre​sent on that Pentecost (Acts 1:26; 2:1) so this pro​phecy was fulfilled.

3. During the limited commission the apostles had preached “the kingdom is at hand”, on Pentecost it was established.

4. Jesus had promised “I will build my church”, on Pent​ecost souls were added to it.

VI. Conclusion:

4. The kingdom of God, of heaven, of Christ has today been esta​blished. 

5. Premillenialism is a completely false belief.
